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Met: How Did It Get There
&

Why Has It Survived?



The Ultimate White Elephant



White Elephant: Big & Burdensome

• The largest theater building in the world when 
built, in 1907: 4,100 seats

• Within two years it helped bankrupt Oscar 
Hammerstein I



How It Came To Be



Oscar Hammerstein I



Philadelphia Opera House



Impossible Dream



Promise



Reality



American La Scala



Metropolitan Opera House



Movie Palace: The Met



How Does It Survive?



Keep The Doors Open













Hidden City Festival



The Met: where is it going?
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