


Introduction to the neighborhood, 
SEAMAAC & why SEAMAAC took 
on this project 



Welcome to Mifflin Square Park









Context of SoPhiE & Mifflin Square Park
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Figure 1

Income Change in Philadelphia Census Tracts, 2000-14

Source: Pew analysis of Brown University Longitudinal Tract Database and U.S. Census, American Community Survey, 2010-14 
five-year estimate 
© 2016 The Pew Charitable Trusts

Out of 372 residential tracts in the city, 15 gentrified from 2000 to 2014, according to our income-based 
definition. Median household income declined in more than 10 times as many tracts, 164 in all. There 
was no significant income change for 171 tracts.
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City Hall

Mifflin Square 
Plan Area

“Gentrified”

According to the Pew Charitable 
Trusts, neighboring areas show 
clear evidence of gentrification

3. What’s in the neighborhood?

A report from May 2016

Philadelphia’s 
Changing 
Neighborhoods
Gentrification and other shifts since 2000

In May 2016, the Pew Charitable Trusts published a 
report attempting to measure gentrification, defined 
as follows:

First, to be considered eligible for gentrification, a census 
tract had to have a relatively low median household income 
in 2000. We set the threshold at $53,992, which was 80 
percent of the regional median of $67,490 in inflation-
adjusted dollars; this is the standard that the federal 
government uses to designate low income and determine 
eligibility for housing assistance and other funding 
programs. 

Second, the median income for the tract had to have a 
statistically significant increase of at least 10 percent in 
inflation- adjusted dollars from 2000 to 2014—a notable 
change, given the city’s overall income declines. 

Third, the tract’s 2014 household income figure had to 
exceed the citywide median of $37,460. 

As seen in the map from the report reproduced to the 
right, three census tracts immediately adjacent to the 
plan area tracts, along with two other nearby tracts, 
were found to be among the relatively few “gentrified” 
areas in the entire city (colored dark blue). 

Because the investment and real estate activities that 
drive gentrification tend to expand to adjacent areas, 
we can conclude that the plan area is subject to a high 
risk of gentrification including increased real estate 
investment, rising rents and property values, and risks 
of residential displacement due to new development 
and rising housing costs.

























Getting started: Park Powers



Making Room for Everyone: Concept Design for Rebuilding Mifflin Square Park

Beginning in November 2016, Southeast 
Philadelphia residents and organizations came 
together to imagine the future of Mifflin Square 
Park. Since then, hundreds of residents have 
shared experiences, memories, ideas & opinions to 
create this concept design.

November 2016—Project Kick off

Park rebuilding timeline

CITY OF PHILADELPHIA PARTNERS

ENDORSED BYWho created this design?

March-June 2017—Mifflin Public Conversations

July–February 2018—Draft Design Directions

April 2018—Complete Concept Design

2019-22: Raise funding, complete design, 
rebuild park*

Mark Squilla, 
District 1 Councilman
City of Philadelphia

MIFFLIN SQUARE PARK

Friends of 

April 2018

Mifflin Coalition Bhutanese American Organization–
Philadelphia, Cambodian Association of Greater 
Philadelphia, Friends of Mifflin Square Park, Karen 
Community of Philadelphia, Lower Moyamensing 
Civic Association, Mural Arts Philadelphia’s 
Restored Spaces Initiative, SEAMAAC, United 
Communities Southeast Philadelphia

City of Philadelphia partners City of Philadelphia 
Department of Parks and Recreation, Philadelphia 
Water Department, Office of Councilman Mark 
Squilla, 3rd Police District, Philadelphia City 
Planning Commission

Consultant team Hector urban design, planning 
& civic arts with Alexa Bosse & Marc Norman 
(planning & design) and V. Lamar Wilson (civic 
engagement)

*Help make this 
design into reality 
by joining Friends of 
Mifflin Square Park!

Learn more at MifflinSquarePlan.org



Mifflin Square Park & Neighborhood Plan 

Mifflin Coalition Bhutanese American 
Organization–Philadelphia, Cambodian 
Association of Greater Philadelphia, Friends of 
Mifflin Square Park, Karen Community of 
Philadelphia, Lower Moyamensing Civic 
Association, Mural Arts Philadelphia’s Restored 
Spaces Initiative, SEAMAAC (convener), United 
Communities Southeast Philadelphia  

City of Philadelphia partners Department of Parks 
and Recreation, Philadelphia Water Department, 
Office of Councilman Mark Squilla, 3rd Police 
District, Philadelphia City Planning Commission  

Consultant team Hector urban design, planning & 
civic arts with Alexa Bosse & Marc Norman 
(planning & design) and V. Lamar Wilson (civic 
engagement)  

Park Powers 

Partners Mural Arts Philadelphia’s Restored 
Spaces Initiative, Hector urban design, 
planning & civic arts, Mural Arts Philadelphia 
Art Education, Philadelphia Youth Network, 
SEAMAAC 

Project team Patricia Barrera, Nashay Blancher, 
Abou Diallo, Abdou Drabo, Breyelle Gupton, 
Beyoncé Harmon, Naquan Harmon, Margaret 
Kearney, Devonne Miller, José Pantoja, Rakim 
Perry, Antoine Rainey, Christine Rhodes, 
Damon Rich, Noelia Rodriguez-Ruiz, Paige 
Scott-Cooper & Jae Shin 

Funders City of Philadelphia Department of 
Human Services, FAO Schwarz Family 
Foundation, Hummingbird Foundation, 
Philadelphia Youth Network, PTS Foundation    
& Surdna Foundation  
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Forming the coalition
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Many Partners and Stakeholders



Asking the Big Questions



Building Upon Previous Efforts (2015)



Choosing the Planning Firm



Mifflin Square Park & Neighborhood Planning



Local Demographics



Survey Questions



What People Want













Mifflin Public Conversations 
& Community Design Leaders





Community Design Leaders will work with SEAMAAC, Friends 
of Mifflin Square Park, Mural Arts Restored Spaces,  & oth-
er partners to imagine & evaluate ideas for rebuilding Mifflin 
Square Park. 

Community Design Leaders will
• Receive training from professional designers
• Share their knowledge of the park & neighborhood
• Work on their own ideas for improving the park
You don’t need any special skills or education, you just need to 
be interested in working with your neighbors to make a better 
Mifflin Square Park!

Community Design Leaders will be a 9-hour commitment 
between April and August 2017 including one 5-hour training & 
workshop on Saturday, April 29 (free snacks & child care pro-
vided) & then 2 additional two-hour shifts performing project 
tasks like like leading discussions & distributing flyers. Each 
participant will receive an honorarium of $160.

To apply, complete the short application by April 19, 2017. 

To learn more or ask questions, call (215) 685-0752 or email 
kmui@seamaac.org. 

Help create the future 
of Mifflin Square Park
APPLY TO BECOME A MIFFLIN PARK 

COMMUNITY DESIGN LEADER

Ayuda a crear el futuro 
de Mifflin Square Park

APLIQUE SER LÍDER DE DISEÑO 
COMUNITARIO DEL PARQUE MIFFLIN

Los Líderes de Diseño Comunitario trabajarán con SEAMAAC, 
Mural Arts Restored Spaces, Amigos de Mifflin Square Park 
y otros socios para imaginar y evaluar ideas para reconstruir 
Mifflin Square Park.

Los líderes de diseño comunitario
• Recibir capacitación de diseñadores profesionales
• Compartir sus conocimientos sobre el parque y el vecindario
• Trabajar sobre sus propias ideas para mejorar el parque
Usted no necesita habilidades especiales o educación, sólo 
tiene que estar interesado en trabajar con sus vecinos para 
hacer un mejor Mifflin Square Park!

Los Líderes de Diseño Comunitario serán un compromiso de 9 
horas entre abril y agosto de 2017, incluyendo un entrenamien-
to y taller de 5 horas el sábado 29 de abril (bocadillos gratis y 
cuidado de niños) y luego dos turnos adicionales de dos horas 
Discusiones y distribución de folletos. Cada participante reci-
birá un honorario de $160.

Para aplicar, complete la solicitud corta antes del 19 de 
abril de 2017.

Para obtener más información o hacer preguntas, llame al (215) 
685-0752 o envíe un correo electrónico a kmui@seamaac.org.

mifflinsquareplan.org























































Pilot Projects by SEAMAAC, Mural 
Arts, and Public Workshop: Picnic 
tables, Gathering Garden, Super 
Seating, SoPhie Food Truck





Use of Benches 
 
The picnic benches became very popular over the summer as a 
place to sit as well as eat and to build community.







Building the Super-Seating
Designed and built with our partner, the Mural 
Arts Program, and many community members, 
utilizing supplies from Lowe’s.



Super-Seating 
 
A fun place to see and be seen, looking in both directions!  

During Soccer Tournament



Gathering Garden Plans



Construction of 
Garden Planters 
 
SEAMAAC built a Gathering Garden 
space in the Park with various 
community partners and children. 
 
 



Gathering Garden 
Painting day
At Love Your Park event after painting and 
cleaning.



Planting Day
Many neighborhood children have been 
learning and appreciating gardening 
and plants.  Many of the plants came 
from Lowe’s.



Bhutanese residents





Vendor Village



Repurposed Food Truck



Immigrant Food Business Incubator



Cook-off Winners



Programming is Critical



Regular and Ongoing



Final Deliberations & Concept Design

















Four Major Design Choices









Typical Responses



Focus Groups

















Next steps: Park, Housing, 7th Street



Playground 
Painting

SEAMAAC with friends and partners, including local elected officials, repainted older 
playground equipment, giving it a fresher newer look.



Seats
SEAMAAC used Lowe’s paint to repaint and refresh 
benches during Comcast Cares Day.



Kids painting



Larger Convenings Engaging in all local languages



SoPhiE at the Kick-Off



Fun at the Park for Everyone



Final concept design

©  HECTOR URBAN DESIGN PLANNING AND CIVIC ARTS 2017MIFFLIN SQUARE PARK & NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN 









Mounds & sports

©  HECTOR URBAN DESIGN PLANNING AND CIVIC ARTS 2017MIFFLIN SQUARE PARK & NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN 



Rebuild It!



Stormwater Retention as an Early Improvement



Thank you


